PARENTAL ADVISORY 


EXPLICIT 
CONTENT 


Vagabond Vol. 23 
VIZ Signature Edition 


Story & Art by 
Takehiko Inoue 
Based on the novel “Musashi” by Eiji Yoshikawa 


English Adaptation/Yuji Oniki 
Touch-up & Lettering/Steve Dutro 
Cover & Graphics Design/Izumi Evers 
Editor/Andy Nakatani 


Managing Editor/Annette Roman 

Editorial Director/Elizabeth Kawasaki 
Editor in Chief/Alvin Lu 

Sr. Director of Acquisitions/Rika Inouye 

Sr. VP of Marketing/Liza Coppola 

Exec. VP of Salas & Marketing/John Easum 
Publisher/Hyoe Narita 


© 1998-2006 IT. Planning, Inc. 

Originally published in Japan in 2006 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
English translation rights arranged with IT. Planning, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Although based on historical sources, the 
stories, characters, and incidents mentioned in this publication 
are entirely fictional. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means without written permission from the 
copyright holders. 


Printed in the US.A 
Published by VIZ Media, LLC 
PO. Box 77010 

San Francisco, CA 94107 


10987654321 
First printing, October 2006 


PARENTAL ADVISORY 

VAGABOND is rated M for Mature and is 
recommended for mature readers. This 
volume contains graphic violence. 


EN заба 
yol, 73 


Story ፳ Art by Телешко ۵ 
ሀ 


ІШ 
нем: on the novel “Musashi” бу ЕЛЕ 


#193 


andiblood 


ARE YOU 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 


DENSHICHIRO 
SENSEI MAV 


BE HONEST ТОЈ fi 


А FAULT, BUT 
HE SHOULD 
A NOT PARTAKE 


HAVE SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
FIGHT IN 

HIS STEAD. 


YOURE 
8 SAVING 


50 
ТНІ5 
KOJIRO... 


ІМ IS HE A 
SORRY, FORMIDABLE 
KURANDO. I FIGHTER, 
NEVER TOLD 
| ANYONE 
ABOUT THIS. / 


OCCASION, 
DENSHICHIRO 
WAS BEATEN 


NEAR TO ፎ:- - 


ya BUT THAT 
ALE DOESN 
XIII COMPLETELY 
| PROVE HES ۸ 
Ko. 


M WE WERE 
“ЎЎ INSTRUCTED | MIST BE AS 
Д TO INVITE m я SKILLED IN THE 


Р 
Ж | 
| 7 fi 
225 
9 AN E 
“ა ღააას AN | რ А 
N 
SIRI! Wi‘! ۸ 


7/) 


/ 7 / 4 


0 8 i lif 
I ШИН | ነ 


4 7 
A 


VII 
АЎ, 


SS 
AN 


4 


тноцент ` 
HE WAS S 
“DID HE KOJIRO! 
А DID НЕ 
4 |KOJIROS HAVE THE 
CERTIFI CERTIFI- 
CATE? 


AUN 
7 


7 / 
| 
# 


ТТТ 
\ 


JN 


11 


გ ЦИ ШІ | ს * Чц i ў AN 4 ў ~ \ 
RAY, VA | | n Ab V ს 
ОЗЕР N | RDA | b УЛ LESAN 
ы 1% ON \ ВИИ А NN ANNA 
= | ს М М | || ۳ 4 “4 ў NS 
== ۱ y BAG SW py ۱۱: ай N ს < 
7 ы, 


NW M 
WT 
|||" 


m 
иц 


А. 


ба 
ს სა“... 
сам 
ል ka 


Л 


IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
DIFFICULT 
FOR HIM 
TO BEAR. 


FINALLY 
MEET 
YOU... 


ТНЕ 
REAL 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 


TE 77а ае 
| = era W MAS 


Y, 


ae SIR 
<| MIKE! 


TERED МАМУ ۵ 
FIGHTERS М d 
MIGHTIER 

| THAN ME. I 


“რ ۸ 
ДАЯ ሽክ. 
ARANA A MAN 
Mall) УМ ў 4 
>= 


м 
ў y 


КМ] 
Wawaka; 
REZ ሜይ 
SE 


THE MOMENT 
I SENSE THAT 
HIS SKILL IS 
GREATER THAN 


GRACIOUSLY 

INVITE HIM 
BACK TO OUR ~ 
SCHOOL. 7 


ТНІ5 МАМ 
AS. 


73 | 


3/4 


Ж) / X LA 
As (77 


ZN 


PURPOSE . 


“ à Am 7 
<< Ж 
А / 
DIENT 
სასა > 
\ 
NN წერ, 


\ 
\ 


N 


| 
| 


\ 


ы 


NE 


NY 


м 


jin 


Ko 


) 0 


№ 
И ДА 
LEAN 


, DENSHI- | = დ "WINNING, AND 
ско LAN = |) 2 
SENSEI! Ұ $ | TF YOU ARE 

y | | У)... DEFEATED. 


GOOD AT 
KEEPING 
TRACK OF 
RISKS AND 
GAINS. 


KEEP THE 
PROMISE 
I MADE 
WITH 
MUSASHI 
ONE YEAR 


THAT'S 


REASON 
ENOLIGH 

FOR 一 
МЕ TO ო 
FIGHT// 


14 


YOURE NOW 
THE HEAD 
OF OUR-- 


) L 


== 


. 
AMS 


MIIKE WAS 
ABOUT TO 
STRIKE DOWN 
TOWARDS HIS 


KOJIROS >Z 
BLADE 
WENT e 
THROUGH 
MIKE: 
ARM... 


DIDN'T REALLY ҚР 
1 SEE IT HAPPEN. 
| IT JUST LOOKED 
LIKE THEY WENT 
CRASHING INTO 
EACH OTHER. | 


„КОЛКО 
MUST 
STILL 

\ | ВЕ OUR 


SUPPOSED 
ТО DO...!? 


ГМ МОТ 
SHAKING 


TAKEZO... 


SINCE WE 
WERE KIDS, 
YOU WERE 


I, 
KIDS. WE HAD Е STRONG = 
Lu | 

III 


SO INTIMI- 
DATING THAT 
YOU SCARED 
EVERYONE 
AWAY. 


WE 
WERE 
STILL 

FRIENDS... 


-BUT 
LITTLE 
BY LITTLE, 

BUT I COULDN'T 
YOU SEE, UNDERSTAND 
TAKEZO.. WHAT YOU 

WERE 
THINKING 
ANYMORE. 


I WANTED 


4 ТО STAND 

TAKEZO 2 TO STANE 

AND у You 
MATAHACHI... 


THATS WHY 
I TURNED MY 
< ВАСК ОМ МУ 
FAMILY ТО 
M FIGHT IN THE 
_ BATTLE 
OF 


SEKIGAHARA. 
== Big em ди 26 


“THIS IS < А ! “ያር АА 
WHATI 5 o4 (ZNÍ l : 


: NW 
WANTED _ B “ა. 
ў 


SHAKING 
FROM 
FEAR. 


|| 
«ў ҮІ 


ў 


ТНІ5 
PERSON 

..HES THE STANDING 
PERSONI- BEFORE 
FICATION ME... 
OF WHAT 

I'VE WANTED , 

TO BE ALL f, 


MY LIFE. | ( 


| A 
N 
|| # вас 


UE 


7% 
UA 


/ 
kI 
lii 


I 


% HOW ; SASAKI, SIR, 
MI AN САМ WE WE INVITE 
M MAKE YOU TO OUR 

A SCHOOL FOR 

INSTRUCTION 


il > 
წ Al * 
| Тү AN 
, A 
Mr] Ў 0, 


“й A | 


XI 
М) 


AW: 
M 


INN 


ке 
W ` 
й к V 


ХС SS 


Nan 


NW», 4 
სსდ» 
| x 


IN 
меен 


||| 
| MIIKE! WE 


|| 


V RL 
1! ۱ \ AND HE 


ћи | 
I. 1 
NI | 


Ж 


аў 


КОИ үл, e 
NANDA IK. Е 


ს ч ў е А А А VM Ni ከ | 4 Z 
Ў МАЎ У IV QN (| 
(I ЯЙ) : NUN W M 


3 


ZZ = 
— f 
— 


==: 
ო 
N 
М. 


IM 
’ GETTING 
TOO WORKED 
UP OVER THIS 


FIGHT. WHAT A [= 


TIME TO BE IN 
\ BED WITH ለ / 


X 


ZR NN 
წერა 


МЕ FOR 
HITTING 
YOU. 


SLEEPING 
THESE PAST / 


THINK HE \ 
IS UNABLE 
TO SLEEP 


DON'T 
WORRY, 
OMITSH. 


DENSHICHIRO 
HAS A LONG ነ . 
CAREER AHEAD р, 

OF HIM AS K 
THE HEAD 


г 


WAIT, 
KOJIRO/ 


KVA 


(11) 
Y 


Ыы Dx 


{ 
\\ 
0 
۳ 


WIE, 


KD 


BD 


27 


KN 


YOSHIOKA 
WILL HAVE 
NO CHOICE 
BUT TO 
HUNT YOU 


ptt 
ў 


tu 


ს 


KILL EVERY 


IF YOU 
LAST ONE 


OF THEM... 


—=„===% 


EC 
7 
ሪ 
“г 


THEY 
HAVE TO 
KEEP 
MOVING 


FORWARD!! 


ИЛ 
ДЖ 
ጅኒ 
2 W 
| 5 == 
i | у = 
| | = 
VI / | 


LET HIM 
AT LEAST 
HANG ON 


| \ SMALL 
M OF HIS 
R 


/ 
EN 
ANNO Фемту! 


AN 


< wae 
$ Dhu +Z 
Z Й Wi Tm a 


М 


/ | 


ი y n 
an у 
А ۲ v Ww 
4 7 № да 
ሪ б і SN W 4 | 
75 | Wr \ 


5 ШЕ 
2 Wl уй рғ 
| A "ER hi. 
N SY | ` — 
+ (XX Š 
r lil | U 8 
M | l Г ሶ 
СЗ | ща 
| Y =? 
(ሬይ ፖ' ДИТ 
ს ДУ KON წ 
N, ШШ MM 
V Fi \ 
yerum ў 
7 ў ۳ 


G S 


i] 


150 
PASSIONATE 
IN TELLING 

KOJIRO 
ALL THAT? 


EXPRESSED 
ji HIS 
GR ATITLIDE... 


7 гра, 


NS, 


۷ 


WA (е, 


Ih 


IN ANY CASE, 
IT GAVE THE 
APPEARANCE 
THAT KOJIRO 
WAS 
LISTENING 


N 
N AND THAT 
ኳ ' STIRRED UP 

SOMETHING 
NS INSIDE ME. 


ENTERING 
THE ONE 
PLACE 
ID BEEN 
MOST 
TRYING TO 


FELLOWS 
OF THE 


YOSHIOKA. , 


TO BRING 
THIS MAN 
HERE... 


SACRIFICED 
YOUR LIVES 


< 


EI 
< ۹ 
1 dua მასს 


wi ~ 


EN 
1 


ny II 


UN 


KO- 
4 KOJIRO... 


| (Ў 
SST 


YOURSELF, Ë 
SAKAI | 


ў. ለጋ UNFORTUNATE 
სსა) AS THEIR FATES 
წ” МЕРЕ, THEY 
WERE THE ONES 
WHO ATTACKED 
колко! 


НАЎЕ ТНЕ 
TRUMP 


W 


INN 


AND THEN 
YOU HAVE THE 
AUDACITY TO 

BARGE IN ON US 
LIKE THIS. BE 
PREPARED TO PAY 
FOR YOUR 
INSOLENCE. 


; 


n 


WE GO, 
4 KOJIRO? 


SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
WON'T 
LISTEN TO 
ANYONE 


RED 


DÁ 


O 


აა WE ۳ 
N ა) HAVE NO 
BUSINESS 
WITH 
YOU! 


©) 


o/s 
2 А 


INTERESTED 
IN SASAKI 
KOJIRO! 


KOJIRO 
CAN 
NEITHER 
SPEAK... 


M d 
SO HELL 
у” ` FE MÎ SONYA NEVER 
Т. . , UNDERSTAND 
M | NS, Фа | ۸۱/۵ I. TEUER 
'1ኻህአ| 3 ა IV N BUSINESS ІТ ДЕ 


m Шм 1 AW ç AQ % | ; 
"იწ AMI с MEOS TTE 1 IS YOU HAVE ДЕ 


"| U አኒ ነ < / გ q " +“ |0 ነ а Т \ წ 5 
De і УУ | АМС ОКА WITH HIM... 4 


2 کا 


THIS 
IS MY 
CHANCE! 


ሸዘዘክ ІШ "I" 

Sein 
= === 
je መ= = 


ў 


ТНІ5 
COULD BE 
THE FIRST — 

RUNG UP THE ` 
LADDER TO 
SUCCESS! 


FIRST, ILL ^ 
HAVE HIM 


PROMOTED == 


ASA - 
MASTER | 
OF THIS 

SCHOOL. \ 


Wii 


BUT THE 
А YOSHIOKA'S 


IF I STICK WITH 

KOJIRO, WELL ONLY 

EVENTUALLY BE THE FIRST 
OFFERED A 


POSITION TO 
SERVE А DAIMYO. @ 


AND THAT 
WILL INDEED 
BE A ONCE- 
IN-A-LIFETIME 

OPPORTUNITY! 


KNOW THE 
KIND OF 
BLIRDEN 
IVE HAD 

4 TO BEAR. 


P TAKEZO! 


BECAUSE 
I HAVE 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO 
ON MY 

SIDE. 


22 


Ж Ж 


EVENTUALLY 

TLL BECOME 
MORE FAMOUS 
AND MIGHTIER 
THAN YOU... 


WE WILL 
MEET 
AGAIN 

SOMEDAY. 


AND THE 
WEIGHT 
ON MY 
SHOULDERS 
WILL BE 


YOURE 
THE ONE 
WHO TRIED 


HE DOESN'T 

RECOGNIZE || | 

|| ME BECAUSE | | 

WE DIDN'T | | 
FIGHT 

ON THAT 


WE KNOW 
KOJIRO IS 
DEAF AND 


CATE WITH 
KOJIRO? 


WED LIKE HIM 


TO SHARE HIS WE WOULD 
EXPERTISE WITH US. LIKE TO 
OF COURSE, WE WELCOME 
WOULD BE WILLING HIM HERE 
То was THe (+ 
OUR SCHOOL GUEST... 
EXCHANGE WITH HIM. 
OF SWORD 
TECHNIQUES 
IF YOU 


WILL. 


PERHAPS 
KOJIRO 


MUST BE 


ዝ 1 2 \ IN CHAOS. 


G CAN YOU 
THIS WITH 


ARRANGE 


WE 
IN 
/ 


N WEHREN 
к ау? 


`, 


% 


AREN'T 
T NEED 


WORTH ІТ 
FIGHTER 


zi 
დ 
a 
= 
= 
9 


A STAND- 


DON 


B 
V 


N 4 я 
“0 
> \ a \ 


\\ ۱ 


٩ 


| fii if 
“ы миш > W. 


Я d 


ა საბა 
AN SN NS 


ҮШ {ИШ ER OMAN i 
š CS Wis NH? 


x 75 TT 
И ЙИШ 


TET 
4 ASA ን 


n 


УУУ КОЛЛ СОО СЕРЕ 


PLEASE 
PÍ RECONSIDER 
۱۲ / OUR INVITATION 
É TO BE A GUEST 
INSTRUCTOR 


SASAKI 
KOJIRO, 
SIR. JJ 


SASAKI 
KOUJIRO. 


/ WHAT 


. ; Ха ቿ፣ | 
KIND OF ЛІ! 8 ( аў ES 
Ta ነ + 


ТВЕАТМЕМТ b WA NÉ 
IS THIS? > ENDE 
— = 


-Я МЕ TOOK IT 
то оре 
я 7 0 COME HERE 
WHATS HAD TO SM. BECAUSE YOU 
WRONG WE WERENT | ፖ WERE LOOKING 


JÁ WITH YOU LOOKING FOR /2 FOR KOJIRO. 


A FIGHT. Z 


THE ONE WHO 
4 DREW HIS SWORD 
A ON KOJIRO. YOU 
CANT BLAME US 
FOR THAT. 


LOOK, 
THE MIGHTY 
UEDA КУОНЕ! 

IS ON HIS 


TLL 
EXPLAIN 
EVERYTHING 


ACCEPT 
YOUR 
| INVITATION. 


ME, SASAKI 
KOUJIRO, 


ቐ SIR 
г 21 YES. || коцлеог 


PLEASE 


US A 
DEMON- 
STRATION... 


UNIQUE 
ABILITY TO 
TALK TO 
KOJIRO. 


у 


T ლარ) 
4 
nt 


N 
ም / И | Ж 


I 
зк 


/ 


INTERFERE 
-| WITH OUR 
7 A COMMUNI- 4, 
CATION! 


| ; ү, III 
CN £ ¿M Ai 


50 
HOW DO 
YOU THINK 
WE COM- 
MUNICATE? 


ს 


WW 


. 


| | / 


III In 


іе ХЫ 
I E 


І 
E == 


= 


MS cmm 
У” ве 


لزان 

| wii 

| ' მ 3 
E «а 
P ш т 


\ 


A 


22 
22 
= 5 


оле РР 
% /% m “ ያ SN 
THEM. SS! “ሪጋ / 
AND Z save LETS E 
THEN... 1 7 STAY MERE _ 222 
S Д, WHILE. << 


ІШІ 


Ў; 


k ብብ т 


WANG 


5 


т Ша ES 
= = 
= = 
mm 


E 


NS 
E MN 


N 
nnn 


S 
= 
> 


4 


4 


MI 


KOJIRO 
DOESN'T 

CARE FOR 
YOUR 


mi m ۳۳ j 
1 加 T TALL Ч 
n Я IN — [11 1 | ju | MUR | 
|| ғ You {i та "P = 
i TRV TO რ f 7 e N ድ = 
< AM INTIMIDATE ( (і ІК 
ANZ US WITH IV I, 1 д · 
ЖТ S \ YOUR < ረ Ze 


NUMBERS (Í 


:፣ #203 |The Day After 
Wi < Tomorrow 


77, RECON- = 
€) SDR il. 


S you 
ў DISCIPLES OF 
ዘ THE YOSHIOKA 


=P AND 
=f vou MUST 
| LEARN THE MIGHTY... 


~ | PROPER WAY 


ሃሪ Й. А ከ № 


LL Mem wer 


ፎ 
кыш 

፳525 
TEEF 
29404» 


- ` 77” 
д) 


(VII 
Y 2 


ITS ALL 
OVER, I 
PROMISE TO 
ACCEPT 
YOUR 
CHALLENGE. 


KOJIRO... 


WE DIDN'T COME 

COME HERE ON, 

TO CAUSE KOJIRÖ 
1 


DON'T LIKE 
THEIR ATTI- 


HOSPITALITY. y У 
ТОЈ Ў) 


Дір Р УЛ 


ФЕМІЦ5 
REQUIRES 


S UPS ს PATIENCE. © 


HE'S UPSET, 
EVEN I 
HAVE 
( TROUBLE. 
- 


IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE 


KOJIRO 
MIGHT 
APPRECIATE 
THAT. 


А. = ЖЫ N 


KOJIRO 
CAN 
BEAT 

MUSASHI. 


RIGHT, 
KOJIRO? 


„UNTIL 
MUSASHI 
IS KILLED 
THE DAY 
AFTER 
TOMORROW... 


ТНЕ ТЕМ 
SWORDSMEN 
OF THE 
YOSHIOKA 
MUST 
NOT... 


LONGER 
TEN... 


WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 


ро 
you 
DRINK, 
MUSASHI? 


THE 
BEST 
MEAL I'VE 


І WILL і AVOID THIS 
SHARPEN : A FIGHT THAT'S 


YOUR - : DAY AFTER 


SWORD... | ሪሽ x 3 Wu 


BELIEVE 
A GENTLE 
MAN LIKE 
You COULD 
ACTUALLY 
CUT SOME- 
ONE DOWN... 


THEY USED 
TO CALL ME 
A DEMON 
BACK 
HOME. 


| 


\ 


Қ 
۱ 


К YOU FOR 


ОЕ РЕАТН 
AND 
KILLING. 


WHY 

DID I 
RECALL 
THAT 


MEMORY? = 


УТ) Ы 


/ ۱ 


gen 
ЫМА 


m 


ШЕН 


k 


#204| Swor 


POOR 
THING... 


A FIGHTER 
SWINGING 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
AROUND. 


IT’S DANGEROUS. 


ACTUALLY, 
I IMAGINE 
IT DOES 
MORE 
HARM 


WHETHER 
YOU LOSE 


= У WHO SHARPENS 
THIS BLADE, Ё 
ІМ JUST AS 


RETIRED, 
СИ Жа 
Н MANY HAVE 
AT MY BEEN KILLED 
4 BY THE 
SWORDS ГУЕ 
_\SHARPENED... 


5 A LETHAL 


MAKE YOUR , SWORD. 
CUTS ALL 
THE MORE 


THING MORE 
HEINOUS. 


..AT LEAST 
SEVERAL 
HUNDRED... 


і ШЕ LT c 


„YOU 

SIT THERE 
AND SHARPEN 
THE SLILLIED 
SWORD OF AN 

UNKNOWN 
SWORDSMAN 

LIKE ME? 


СІ HEARD 
YOU REFUSED 
TO SHARPEN 


SERVED 
MUSASHI 
YOUR 
DINNER. 


CALLED 
MUSASHI 
NOW. 


HE'S SO 
STRONG. 


I CANT KEEP 
UP WITH YOU. 


THERE'S 
SO MUCH 
І WANT 
TO TELL 
УОП... 


YOURE 
NOT AT 
ALL LIKE 


CAREFREE. 


| HA HA НА.” 
| STOP IT! 


ARE WE 
FRIENDS? 


I GET 


ANXIOILIS 

GET WHEN I 
WORKED THINK 
UP... ABOUT 


YOU. 


к JIM Y ...AND 
ARE WE – РЕН. 
REALLY | AI Ў ұз», PATHETIC. 


FRIENDS 
? 


WHEN І 
AM HERE 
LIKE THIS 
WITH KOJIRO, 
I FEEL LIKE 
ГМ FINE 
THE WAY 


| [| | ШІ?) i! 


THAT 
1 N SAMURAI... 


| НЕ NEVER 
TOLD МЕ 
НІ5 МАМЕ. 


Ж 
7 


ም / / n 


P 


7 
W 


KA 5 ሄጄ 


YOUR 


DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED 


і | | | | NN 
| | | \ \ \ NN 
DOG 


YOUR 
DAYS ARE 
NUMBERED 


EVERYTHING UEDA SAID 
SOMETHING 
WOULD BE MEM 
OVER IN — » 
A COUPLE ШІ 
DAYS. 


rst уш ም 
ყი. ы 


| 
= 


IF ۴ 
GOING TO 
FIGHT HIM IN 
TWO DAYS, WHY 
DID HE WELCOME 

КОЛКО AS 


ACTUALLY, 
NOW IT'S 
TOMORROW 
AT DAY 


e | al ТЛ 
ES 


წ 
i | 


ТАТЫ A 
| ኳ ა ; 


/ WAIT 
A^ А 


EDO MINUTE.. 


TAKEZO 
AGAINST... 


M 
% 


4 


I'VE 
RETIRED. 
THAT'S WHY 
I REFUSED 
IEYASU. 


SHARPENED |ә 
SWORDS FOR | / 
GENERA- 


YOUR 
DISCIPLE 
WAS 
SAYING... 


c 

«ш 
o 2 
<2ш 
560 
на“ 

as 
n 


I GREW UP 
SURROUNDED 
BY SWORDS. 


MY 
TECHNIQUE 
IMPROVED 


p ді 
6995 


` THAT 


IN ITSELF 
IS NOT 

У“ “А ለ BAD 

THAT'S THING. 


A 
BLUENESS 
RICHER 
THAN THE 
SUMMER 
SKY. 


THE 
SWORD WAS 
EVERYTHING 

TO ME. I 
MEASURED 
EVERYTHING 


ТО FORGET 
ТНАТ І5 
TO LOSE 

ONES 


I COULDNT 
BE SATISFIED 
NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 

SWORDS I 
SHARPENED. 


„IN 
ORDER 
TO MAKE 
A SWORD 


BEAUTIFUL... 


„А 
SWORD IS 
SIMPLY A 
SWORD NO 
MATTER 
== WHAT У 
A DO TO IT., 
۲ < 


BEAUTIFUL 
BECAUSE OF 
ITS PURPOSE 

AS A 


SIGHT OF THE 
SWORD BE- 
CAUSE I WAS 
SURROUNDED 
NA THEM. 


MUSASHI, 
ITS QUITE 
STRANGE. 


.IT HAD 
TO CEASE 
BEING A 
SWORD. 


[ 
| 


Kul 
ў 


| 


ር | დ ლ SE n 


I WAS 
OBSESSED 
ABOUT 
BECOMING 


| UNDER THE 


SUN. 


STRIVING 
TO BE AN 
UNPARALLELED 
FIGHTER. 


DIDN'T 
I TELL 
you? 


INVINCIBLE 
IS JUST 
A WORD. 


II 


| 


VI 


|, 


„SIMPLY 
BECALISE 
IT IS SUCH 
A CENTRAL 
PART OF 
„THEIR EXIST- 


BUT RARE 
IS THE 
FIGHTER 

WHO TRULY 


THE USE OF 
EXTRANEOUS 
HUES... 


AND 
IS ONLY 
f INTERESTED IN 


FURTHERING 
THE DEPTH 
AND RICHNESS | 


AND 
THAT 
COLOR IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 


I 
AM ONLY 
INTERESTED IN 
SHARPENING 


а 


„ИЗ 
ACCEPTABLE 
TO KILL, IF 
ITS AN ACT 
COMMITTED 
IN PURSUIT 

OF SUCH 
BEAUTY. / 


YOURS 
IS ONLY 
THE SECOND 
SWORD I'VE 
SHARPENED 
SINCE I'VE 
GONE INTO 
RETIREMENT. 


N 
ПИ 
ШК 

1000 


ÉS THIS IS THE 
MAN WHO IS 
ABOUT TO FIGHT || 


a 


ОЕ KYOTOS , 
ATTENTION? 43 


MX. 


REALLY 
READY FOR 
J| TOMORROW, 
4 ს MUSASHI? 


IS THIS 
HOW 
YOU'D 
PREFER 
I ACT? 


INTENTION 
OF HAVING 
KOJIRO TEACH 


ТНЕЎ 
CAN'T 
LET THE 
“LOSER™ 
MUSASHI 


BUT 
THEY CANT 
LET THE 
"STAND-IN" 
KOJIRO LIVE 
EITHER. WHICH 
MEANS THE 
SCHOOL WILL 
MAKE EVERY 
EFFORT TO 
KILL BOTH OF 
THEM OFF... 


E Gh ს სას ჭი. 


— Î 


WHATEVER THEY'LL SPREAD 4 
THE WORD OF HOW 
OUTCOME, DENSHICHIRO 
THEY'LL 
WIN. 


„ BEFORE ‘x 
መሻ DINNER STARTS 
WED LIKE 
TO MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS 


OR £3 თე 
IX TOMORROW. წ- №, 


THERE'S NO 
POINT IN BEING 
HERE NOW THAT 
WE KNOW WHAT 

THEIR INTEN- 

TIONS ARE.../ 


PLEASE 
FORGET 
ABOUT THE 
RONIN 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 
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WERE A 
WISER 
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TO FIGHT 
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REPUTATION! 
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FORWARD 
HONESTY 

IS NO 
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AND 
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IN HIS WILL, 


Ht KEMPO SENSE 


LEFT BEHIND 


THE END, 
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About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUMK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts 
Award for manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga for his work on VAGABOND. Іп 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka Award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inoue was nominated 
for a 2003 Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies 
throughout the world. In addition to his numerous 
manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, OVE 
ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously—holding 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
sword with the left. Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts 一 he was a master of sume (black 
ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY, 
directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro 
Mifune, were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. 
Inspired by the huge success of VAGABONO in 
Japan, in 2003 NHK produced the historical period 
drama MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, 
this drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa 
as Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
manga are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. "Miyamoto" 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the 
author's first name and "Inoue" is his last name. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Sengoku (warring states) period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and 
conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had 
grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by 
Numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the 
daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in particular, Oda 
Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. Incredibly 
successful, by the time of his assassination in 1582, he managed to control 
approximately one-third of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a 
federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under 
Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi's death in 1598, however, presented the question of 
succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained loyal to the 
Toyotomi Clan and its 5-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, 
however, leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the 
Toyotomi clan's leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara 
(1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would 
effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put 
mass numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the Edo 
Period (1600-1868), set the stage for many of the period dramas and chambara 
sword-fighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai to a Western 
audience. 


Hon'ami Koetsu (1558-1637) 

Famed artist and calligrapher who co-founded an influential arts movement called 
the Rinpa School. Koetsu was involved in numerous fields including tea ceremony, 
pottery, and calligraphy. In addition, Koetsu succeeded the line of his family's 
ancestral business of sword polishing and appraisals. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In'ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin Temple, 
which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear technique is typified 
by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute force. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own style, 
Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword fighting 
under Kanemaki Jisai's instruction. 


Rengeoin 
Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 


Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied the 
Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda Seigen or 
Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his 7subame-gaeshi, or "swallow-cut" 
technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi's boyhood name. 


Sottaku 
А zen term used to describe a disciple and his master in perfect sync when the time 
is right for the disciple to awaken to enlightenment. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. Takuan was an 
important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by influential 
and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa 
lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship 
entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential treatise іп both the areas 
of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, fakuan, also bears his 
name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was one of 
Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as 
the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were 
appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although 
the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LOWE WOLF AND CUB as the 
plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on 
the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenori's son, Yagyu Jubei 
(1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of 
the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered the 
Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In 
the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka 
Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons, who are historically thought to have 
dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 


Winner of the 2000 Media Arts Festival Award 
Recipient of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


. reads like an Akira Kurosawa film captured on the printed page." 
—Cliff Biggers, Comics Buyer’s Guide 


“...ап extremely satisfying comics experience.” | 
一 Tony Isabella, Comics Buyer's Guide 
X 
*This really is one of the best comics am 
currently being produced." 1 
一 Greg McElhatton, icomics.com ү 


es 


The highly anticipated return of Vagabond—the story of the life and 
times of Miyamoto Musashi, a man striving for enlightenment by 
way of the sword, destined to become the most renowned samurai 
of all time! 


When the elder disciples of the Yoshioka Dojo realize that their 
leader, Yoshioka Denshichiro, is no match for Musashi, they come up 
with a dishonorable plan—to hire Sasaki Kojiro, a deaf-mute 
swordsman with a reputation as fierce as Musashi's, to fight their 
battle for them. Thus begins the saga of the greatest duel in 
Japanese history. 
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